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ike all organ-
isms, humans
have evolved
characteristic
specialized or-
gans that, in the

course of typical develop-
ment, correlate with
unique functions: the con-
figuration of the legs allows
for upright walking, that of
the hand enables the deli-
cate manipulation of ob-
jects, the tongue is particu-
larly articulate in its ability
to produce the intricacies
of language, and the cortex
of the brain, comparatively
enlarged, correlates with a
high degree of conscious-
ness. In relation to each
other, the anatomical and
physiological characteris-
tics of the human species
provides the foundation
for a uniquely human
mode of activity, one with-

out direct comparison
throughout the biological
world.
Nonetheless, it is incorrect
to regard certain critical
human faculties, such as
independence, creativity,
or social consciousness
(that is, that which can be
considered uniquely hu-
man in the consciousness
of Homo sapiens), as inborn
or biological qualities.
Such a conclusion may
seem absurd: if the physi-
cal structures that underlie
human activity and being
are directly rooted within
the phylogenetic history of
the human species, mustn't
all that we regard as indis-
pensable in defining the
unique character of human
activity also develop more
or less directly from the bi-
ological?

In fact, a number of exam-
ples can be found contra-
dicting this notion, but the
starkest contradiction is
dramatically expressed in
the existence of so-called
feral children who have
been monstrously neglect-
ed. The documented cases
of such children that have
undergone development
largely in the absence of
human influence demon-
strate profoundly peculiar
behavior. These children
generally lack the ability to
use language, are intellec-
tually impaired, are re-
pelled by human food, and
in some cases even demon-
strate quadrupedalism
rather than bipedalism.
While physical develop-
ment occurs along normal
lines in these cases, psy-
chological and cognitive
development do not. This

Shane Lawrence Pick

General Secretary Kim Jong Il said,
“Independence, creativity and
consciousness are mankind’s social
qualities which take shape and develop
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tells us that many of the
most essential features of
human activity and social
being do not arise directly
from the biological founda-
tion but are actually
learned.
Animals perform instinc-
tive behaviors to adapt
themselves to the change
of the surrounding world
or use ready-made things
in nature, but human activ-
ity alone facilitates a pro-
foundly creative transfor-
mation of nature, that is,
labor, which is the material
basis of thought. With la-
bor, rudimentary con-
sciousness is given a cre-
ative outlet: consciousness
no longer simply reflects
the world but is put to ac-
tive use in changing it.
The first labor was instinc-
tive or even accidental, and
its rudimentary forms can
still be seen today, such as
when a primate uses a stick
to reach a distant fruit or
an otter uses a stone to
crack the shell of a mollusc.
It is only in the ancestors
of humans, though, that la-
bor took on the primary
role in directing evolution,
selecting for and modifying
those very anatomical
structures which made la-
bor possible in the first
place.

We can assume that like
rudimentary labor, rudi-
mentary sociality preceded
the evolution of Homo
sapiens itself, and each of
these elements, in combi-
nation with the anatomical
structures that enabled
and were transformed by
them, were essential in the
production of the first

non-instinctual knowledge
of the world, which was
shared and in turn in-
creased the ability for hu-
mans to meet the require-
ments of survival and re-
production.
It is here where a transi-
tion occurs: the anatomical
equipment is more or less
appropriate for the task,
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and it is now the method,
technique, and organiza-
tion of labor itself that be-
comes the primary source
and site of development.
Social relations provided
the objective conditions
that stimulated and accel-
erated the transition from
the origins of conscious-
ness to language and social
knowledge and from the
accidental “labor” of bio-
logical and instinctive
forms to conscious and
purposeful labor. The
emergence of the human
from the animal Homo or
its ancestral clades is the
product of the develop-
ment of social labor,
whereby coordinated cre-
ative activity produced
conditions more conducive
for the reproduction of the
human species than could
be found in non-human na-
ture.
That is to say that humani-
ty has two histories, or
more properly, two inter-
penetrating levels of its
history: the first is com-
mon to all species, and is
termed the phylogenetic
history that traces a
species over the course of
evolutionary time while
the other is social history,
which is only made possi-
ble in the final instance, on
social labor which ties to-

gether humans in interde-
pendent productive rela-
tions. While the first histo-
ry necessarily preceded the
second in time, it was the
second history which
would have the primary
role in the further develop-
ment of human culture.

Thus, humanity’s
independence,
creativity, and
consciousness are
not abstract but
concrete at-
tributes formed
and developed so-
cially and histori-
cally. Further, in-
dependence, cre-
ativity, and con-
sciousness are
not immutable;
they experience
ceaseless change
and develop his-
torically through
the acquisitions
of social life and
practice.

Let us look at each of these
attributes in turn, begin-
ning with independence.
The content of human de-
sire for independence and
its realization are not the
same in every stage and pe-
riod of social development.
Humanity desires to live
independently, first from
the convolutions of the
natural environment and
later from social subjuga-
tion. Through a long peri-
od of struggle, humanity
has realized an ever higher
degree of independence,
yet humanity nonetheless
continuously struggles for
the further realization of
independence as it con-
forms with both concrete
socio-historical conditions
and development more
generally. For example,
slaves in slaveholder soci-
ety demanded indepen-
dence from inhuman sub-
jugation and bondage from
slave owners, while today
the working class in capi-
talist society fights to abol-
ish the specifically capital-
ist form of exploitation.
Each emancipatory move-
ment paves the way for the
progressive abolition of the
bondage of humankind by
humankind in all its forms
but its demands are always
conditioned by the given
historic moment.
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Creativity, too, is a concrete social at-
tribute that develops socially and histori-
cally. We have creative ability that is
formed and ceaselessly develops in social
practice to reshape nature and society.
The history of the development of produc-
tive forces is the development of humani-
ty’s practical ability to transform nature,
which in turn drives the history of the de-
velopment of science and cognition broad-
ly. Since the Stone Age to the latest scien-
tific technical successes like information
equipment and automatic machines in-
cluding computers and robots, biological
engineering and nanotechnology, the pro-
cess of the development of social organiza-
tion of the productive forces, technology,
and science are the historical development
of human creative ability.
Consciousness itself has different contents
and levels according to the level of devel-
opment. Consciousness is a social at-
tribute that influences and is influenced by
the degree of human cognition and activi-
ty: as human activity develops along new
lines, so does our knowledge of the world,
bringing consciousness itself to a higher
degree of development and realizing new
forms of social organization. As people be-
come increasingly conscious of their inter-
ests in accordance with the development
of social life and practice, they act toward
the realization of their demands.
Independence, creativity, and consciousness
are not inherent but are inherited by new
generations through social practice and
education. A newly born baby knows to
cry when she is hungry and to sleep when
she is sleepy, and she does these things
without being taught. The same child does
not immediately communicate through
language, recognize the permanence of
objects, or act through social and cultural
customs. From this, we can deduce that

humans inherit biological instinct but not
social knowledge. It is through family,
school, and social education as well as di-
rectly through practical activity that we
acquire independent ideological con-
sciousness and creative ability peculiar to
a human being. The knowledge of the ba-
sic facts of this process allows us to utilize
our attributes in the interest of their fur-
ther development.
The Juche philosophy, using the material
laws and truths elucidated by Marxism-
Leninism as a premise, clarified that hu-
manity is independent, creative, and con-
scious through its social being, and thus
put an end to circular philosophical pos-
turing which gives the primary role to the
biological rather than the social, and gives
the most accurate revolutionary philo-
sophical clarification of humanity itself.
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"When we look at a thing, we must

examine its essence and treat its

appearance merely as an usher at

the threshold, and once we cross

the threshold, we must grasp the

essence of the thing; this is the

only reliable and scientific method

of analysis."

-Mao Zedong
“A Single Spark Can Start a Prairie Fire”

January 5, 1930


